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of stimulation to give rise to a seen whole. An example of the
evidence for this conclusion is the fact that if patterns are
constructed which contain such familiar shapes as letters, in which
the lines of the letters are continued into other parts of the
pattern forming regular or closed figures of much less familiar
shapes, a person asked to describe what he sees in the composition
of the pattern will pick out these closed figures and not see the
letters at all. Indeed, even when the fact that certain lines of
the pattern form letters is pointed out, it may still be very difficult
to see them as such.

But the fact remains that seen wholes or units,  such as an
animal or a pencil, do commonly correspond with natural objects
or things, and also that we normally see the things and not the
ground or spaces between the things.   The empiricist explanation
of this correspondence is that we have learnt by experience that
such things behave as units, and therefore we have learnt to see
them as such.    Moreover, it is the things that are of practical
importance to us,  and not the  spaces between them.    Gestalt
psychology  rejects this as  a fundamental explanation,  without
denying that learning or experience is very often an important
factor.   The grounds for this rejection are various.   For example,
sensory units  often  exist without there  being a corresponding
physical unit.   A number of separate dots may be seen as a circle,
though physically there is only a collection of disconnected points.
A physical object does not necessarily correspond to a sensory
unit,  as  where  familiar  objects  are  concealed  by being made
part of a larger pattern.    Nevertheless, most natural objects do
correspond to sensory units.    This is because some discontinuity
of optical properties almost universally obtains at the boundary
between a natural object and its surroundings.    Therefore there
is also a discontinuity of the properties of the corresponding brain
fields at their areas of dynamical contact.   When the discontinuity
is not marked the physical object is not seen as a unit.    An
example of this situation is presented by camouflage or protective
coloration in animals.    A moth with wings coloured in irregular
light and dark patches is not seen when on a similarly variegated
background, unless some other factor, such as a movement on the
part of the moth, or special attention on the part of the observer,
comes into play to emphasize the blurred discontinuity of pro-
cesses in the psychophysical field corresponding to the ill-defined
difference between the optical properties of the object and ground
in the 'geographical environment/